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review, inscriptions of Rayalaseema as well as Karnataka
provided details concerning their activities as well as
organization. Hence a comparitive study of the evidences
would be supplementary to each other.

Very interesting information is available in the
inscriptions of the period. The most outsfiding inscription
on the subject comes from the reign of Harihara II and
the inscritpion was discovered in Belur, Hassan district
and dated 1382 AD. The Belur inscription of Harihara II
states that a big assembly of Salu-mula Banajiga
merchants various sects depending on them, the Holiyas,
Nakara parivaras, Mummurigandas, Pattana-Settis, Billas
and others was held at the capital city of Vijayanagara
Government, by name Muddaya Dannayaka. The purpose
of the assembly was to determine the rates of duties to
be collected and paid by the Salumule Banajigas to the
Vijayanagara Government20. After a prolonged
discussions, the Salu-mule Banajigas entered an
agreement as to the duties they would pay, detailed at
great length, on drugs, piece-goods, grains, animate and
prostitutes or female slaves. They conferred the title of
Prittivisettitana or Mayoralty the highest official in the tax-
department.

Epigraphical evidence from Rayalaseema also
throw light on Vira-Balaja and the details of their activities
are given here under:
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